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             UNITED STATES HISTORY  SYLLABUS 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
In this course, students examine major developments and turning points in American history from the late 
nineteenth century to the present. During the year, the following themes are emphasized: the expanding role of 
the federal government; the emergence of a modern corporate economy and the role of organized labor; the role 
of the federal government and Federal Reserve System in regulating the economy; the impact of technology on 
American society and culture; changes in racial, ethnic, and gender dynamics in American society; the 
movements toward equal rights for racial, ethnic, religious, and sexual minorities and for women; and the rise of 
the United States as a major world power.  
 
Following a review of the nation's beginnings and the impact of the Enlightenment on U.S. democratic ideals, 
students build upon the tenth grade study of global industrialization to understand the emergence and impact of 
new technology and a corporate economy, including the social and cultural effects. They trace the change in the 
ethnic composition of American society; the movement toward equal rights for racial minorities and women; 
and the role of the United States as a major world power. An emphasis is placed on the expanding role of the 
federal government and federal courts as well as the continuing tension between the individual and the state. 
Students consider the major social problems of our time and trace their causes in historical events. They learn 
that the United States has served as a model for other nations and that the rights and freedoms we enjoy are not 
accidents, but the results of a defined set of political principles that are not always basic to citizens of other 
countries. Students understand that our rights under the U.S. Constitution are a precious inheritance that 
depends on an educated citizenry for their preservation and protection.  Students will be viewing and 
interpreting periods in U.S. history from various perspectives, including historical, geographic, political, 
economic, and cultural.  Throughout the year we will also be focusing on current events within the United 
States today. 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
 

 Be in your seat and ready to work when the tardy bell rings. 
 Be respectful to everyone in class. Derogatory comments will not be tolerated. 
 Have all electronic devices turned off.  
 Be prepared to actively participate in the daily discussions. 
 Absences from school are your responsibility. It is your responsibility to find out what 

you missed in class. 
 Plagiarized assignments will receive no credit. 

 
Course Evaluation: 
 
Students will receive objective and essay quizzes on a regular basis to check for recall and understanding of 
assigned readings and daily notes.  Unit tests will conclude each major block of material.  A comprehensive 
final or final project will conclude each semester.  Students will also choose, develop, and complete several 
projects, of an individual and group nature, from a series of selected topics.   
 



HINTS TO BE SUCCESSFUL: 

Don’t wait until the last minute: If a project or a paper is due on a Friday, don’t wait until Thursday night to 
start it. It will generally come out poorly, and your grade will be affected by it.  Starting early= less stress, more 
time, and a better grade.  

Come to school everyday: The more school you miss, the more work you will have to make up when you 
return.  If you do miss class, it is your responsibility to see me for any work you may have missed. 

Ask for help: I get paid to help you figure things out, so ask for help. Just remember, help does not mean I will 
“give” you the answer, I will help you learn how to find it yourself.  

Decide what you want and then work for it:  Everyone in this class starts with an A.  The students who want 
to keep their A figure out what they need to do to keep it. You get to decide what grade you want to earn, my 
job is to guide and help you earn what grade you want. Part of my job is to motivate, inspire, bug, annoy, 
whisper, shout, and talk. . Etc.  (In other words, anything I can think of to get you to do your work, so you can 
be successful).  

 

 

I  _____________________________________________ (Student) have read the syllabus and am aware of 
Mr. Kevorkian’s expectations for the 2019/2020 year. 

 

Student Signature __________________________________________   Date _______________________ 

 

I  _____________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian) have read the syllabus and am 
aware of Mr. Kevorkian’s expectations for my son/daughter for the 2019/2020 year. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________  Date  _____________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian home phone ______________________________   Cell  ____________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian email  ____________________________________________________________________ 


